
On 25/08/2021 11:01, Fredrik Erixon wrote: 

Good morning,
Please find my responses below. If you plan to edit my comments before publishing them, I take it 
you will allow me to read the edits first.
Best regards,
Fredrik Erixon
Director, ECIPE

Begin forwarded message:

From: Margarida <margarida@corporateeurope.org
Subject: Questions regarding ECIPE's relationship with tech firms
Date: 23 August 2021 at 19:41:42 CEST
To:                                                              

Dear Ms. Macyra,

I work for an NGO called Corporate Europe Observatory, a research and campaign group concerned
with the access and influence enjoyed by corporations and their lobby groups in EU policy-making: 
http://corporateeurope.org/

I am currently preparing a report on the lobbying power of tech firms and I would like to ask you a 
few questions about the relationship between ECIPE and Big Tech companies.

It would be very useful to understand more about this from your side, I would appreciate receiving a
response before Friday the 27th of August. I am writing to you as Head of Communications but, if 
that is not appropriate, please feel free to pass on my request to the relevant person.

1. Can you provide us with a full list of funders of ECIPE?

Yes, the document is attached.

2. Why does ECIPE not publish an overview of its funders on its website or Transparency Register 
entry?

We publish what we are required to publish and share information about our sponsor to anyone who
is interested. 

3. We note that in the policy briefing “Too Big to Care” or “Too Big to Share”: The Digital Services 
Act and the Consequences of Reforming Intermediary Liability Rules, ECIPE disclosed that its 
work on Europe’s digital economy is funded by firms like Amazon, Ericsson, Google, Microsoft, 
Rakuten, SAP and Siemens.

What involvement do these firms have with ECIPE’s work?

They have provided funding to ECIPE. 

4. In October 2020, ECIPE published the study “Economic Costs of Ex ante Regulations” funded 
by Google. What was the involvement of Google in the making of this report?



Google agreed to provide funding for the report.

5. How do you respond to concerns that funding think-tanks like ECIPE is a component of Big 
Tech’s EU lobbying strategy?

I say that if they are interested to talk about our work I am happy to do so. We are rooted in the 
ideas of classical liberalism and believe in open societies, economies and borders. We think 
economies work better when there is less regulation rather than more regulation. If people have 
problems with that - fine. But we don't work in that spirit because some is paying us to say 
something. Those that are interested in our work will also know that quite often our analyses come 
to very different conclusions than what one, several or all of the Big Tech firms want to see 
happening.  

6. Do you have any other comments to make about these issues?

No.

I look forward to hearing from you and thank you for your time.

Yours sincerely,

Margarida Silva 

 European Centre for International Political Economy (ECIPE)

Sponsors of ECIPE

ECIPE receives grants from foundations, companies and associations that share ECIPE
founding mission of an open world economic order based on voluntary exchange and free
trade. ECIPE received its base funding in 2006 from the Free Enterprise Foundation in
Sweden – in total a donation of 2 250 000 SEK from which ECIPE’s still draws income. Ever
since our start, we have been applying for grants from various foundations, companies and
associations in order to finance our research and events. We have received grants from
approximately 100 different sponsors over the years. These grants have come in different
forms, most often as annual sponsorship contribution to ECIPE. Some grants are also given
over several years, which is often the case with grants from foundations.
The list below presents all sponsors of ECIPE since its start in 2006. The list is updated every
six months.
ABB
Alstom
APCO
Asia Development Bank
Asia Europe Foundation
Association of Korean Studies
Atlas Copco
BASF
BMW Stiftung
Bosch Stiftung
British Petroleum
British Telecom
CAPEC
Carrefour



Caterpillar
Computer and Communications Industry Association
Center for Global Development
Confederation of Norwegian Enterprise
Confederation of Swedish Enterprise
Daimler
Deloitte
Department for International Development (DfID)
Deutsche Bank
Dow Chemicals
EADS
Electrolux
Eli Lilly
Ericsson
European Roundtable of Industrialists
European Services Forum
Fastweb
Ford Foundation
Friedrich Naumann Stiftung
Fung Foundation
General Electric
German Marshall Fund of the United States
Goldman Sachs International
Google
HSBC
Hyundai
IBM
International Chamber of Commerce, Sweden
International Chamber of Commerce Research Foundation, Paris
International Chamber of Commerce, Paris
IKEA
Investor
Janssen
Japan Machinery Center
Johnson & Johnson
KITA
Konrad Adenauer Stiftung
Korea Foundation
KPMG
Lafarge
L.M. Ericsson AB
London City Corporation
MacArthur Foundation
Medtronic
Merck Foundation
Microsoft
Ministry of Economic Affairs, Taiwan
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Australia
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Finland
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, New Zealand
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Thailand
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Korea



Munich Re
Neste Oil
Nestlé
Nike
Nokia
Nokia Siemens Network
OECD
Paris Chamber of Commerce
Pfizer
PhRMA
Philips
Prudential
Rakuten
Reforminstitutet
Repsol
SAP
SEB
Shell
Siemens
Sony Ericsson Mobile Communications
Standard Chartered
Stockholm Chamber of Commerce
Swedbank
Swedish Trade Council
Templeton Foundation
Timbro
US Chamber of Commerce
Unicredit
Unilever
United Parcel Services
VCI, Germany
Weight Watchers
Veolia Environment
Volkswagen Group
World Bank
World Economic Forum
World Trade Organisation


