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Finally, glyphosate is also used in agriculture and non-agriculture as an important tool to fight 
against Invasive Alien Species (IAS). As the European Commission  has already acknowledged, IAS 
are recognised as one of the direct drivers behind the loss of biodiversity3. 

As for the single market, glyphosate provides three main benefits: it is authorised in all Member 
States; it has a wide range of uses that can be adapted to different production conditions; and it is 
sold at a cost-effective price. At the moment, there is no single alternative that meets all of these 
criteria. 

Due to its benefits and wide use, withdrawing this active substance would create serious market 
disruptions in several agricultural sectors in the EU, thus jeopardizing the competitiveness of 
European farmers in the global market. This will be particularly important for the cereal sector. 

Finally, Copa and Cogeca would like to underline that not approving the active substance would, in 
fact, benefit third countries that export to the EU, as the substance would still be part of farmers’ 
toolbox in third countries. This would be a clear competitive disadvantage for European agriculture. 

Therefore, Copa and Cogeca urge the Commission to take into account European farmers concerns and 
to proceed accordingly to the renewal of approval. Not delivering would jeopardise confidence in the 
whole EU food safety system and, in particular, in EFSA’s role. 

We hope that these comments will be granted for your fully consideration. Please note that a copy of this 
letter has been sent to your colleagues Commissioner Phil Hogan and Commissioner Cecilia 
Malmström. 

We remain at your disposal should you have any points to clarify. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

  
        

 of Copa      of Cogeca 

                                                           
3 http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/strategy/index en.htm 


