


Fork is the solution to EU food concerns – not the problem. S&D supports reduction of ppp use.
She also flagged the need to ensure that all MS are on board – including those with very high
ppp use. She took the opportunity to urge continued COM action to improve animal welfare.
 
Emma Wiesner (Renew, SE) in joining the welcome for the proposal, focussed on food security.
She said that the ongoing study on food security should have been done prior to adoption. She
also suggested that the proposal takes a one-size-fits-all approach to MS, noting that SE uses one
fifth of the average EU ppp use.
 
Sarah Wiener (Greens, AT) appreciated the adoption, in the face of opposition of the agriculture
sector and some Member States. Indicators are the key to proper implementation and organic
farmers must note be disadvantaged. She called for binding measures on Integrated Pest
Management (IPM).
 
Anja Hazekamp (The Left, NL) completed the round of welcomes for the proposal, citing the
negative effects of ppps on biodiversity and pollinators. She criticised the use of the term ‘plant
protection products’ rather than ‘pesticides’. She welcomed the ban on use in sensitive areas,
but said that a three metre buffer zone is insufficient. She also sad that the removal from the
system of candidates for substitution is not working.
 
There were no speakers from ID or ECR during this round.

 
In her response, Commissioner:
•         thanked Members for their support for Farm to Fork and in particular Commission’s work on

ppps
•         informed that the impact assessment for the SUR proposal takes full account of all available

relevant studies and modelling.
•         clarified that there will be no ban on use of ppps – rather an intensification of efforts to

reduce use and use alternatives. New technologies, such as drone sprayers can help here.
•         assured that changes will no changes will be made overnight, but will happen gradually.

Food sustainability and food security go hand in hand. It is possible to reduce ppp use
without impacting on yield or quality. She recalled the study announced last week on the
drivers of food insecurity.

•         insisted that all Member States must play their part in reaching the targets and said that
methodology will be used to take individual starting points into account. She referred to
aspects of the proposal such as mandatory record-keeping, expert input and crop-specific
profiles.

•         replied that definition of the buffer zones for sensitive areas is based on scientific data.
•         assured MEP Guteland that animal welfare remains a personal, as well as a COM priority.

 
Second round – Committee Members

 
Pernilla Weiss (EPP, DK) noted with approval the national plans for ppp use as well as the
targets, success for which will hinge on implementation. She called for faster approval
procedures for lower risk products
Sara Cerdas (S&D, PT) referenced (unnamed) studies showing an increase in residues of the
most harmful ppps. 70% of EU soils are in an unhealthy state and crop rotation must be
promoted in all MS.
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