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Introduction
2015 was a great year for Corporate Europe Observatory and for campaigning against the
corporate capture of EU decision-making. This report doesn't give an exhaustive account of our
activity in 2015 but a general idea of the key issues we raised during the year.

Highlights included


our research and campaigns having a big contribution to the massive leap in public
awareness of the threats posed by the EU-US TTIP talks;



increased attention on the need for a mandatory, high-quality, and legally binding
transparency register in Brussels;



the political pressure on the European Commission brought by our major investigation
into corporate lobby group efforts to stop the EU taking action on endocrine disrupting
chemicals;



exposure of the potential conflicts of interest posed by the revolving door phenomenon
between the public and private sectors;



providing sound tools for activists and analysis for media and our followers on how the
COP21 climate talks were being captured by dirty energy companies;



showing the power of the car lobby in Brussels and its intimate links with EU institutions
as the dieselgate scandal gathered momentum.

Challenging the power of lobbies: corporate capture & transparency
Corporate Europe Observatory played an active role in several campaigns to improve
transparency, raise awareness of the power of corporate lobbies in Brussels, and roll back
corporate capture at EU institutions during 2015.
Our revolving doors work focused on the need for new rules to prevent the risk of conflicts of
interest and abuses of power at EU-level while keeping a close eye on the career moves of
departing commissioners, MEPs and others. For instance, we published special examinations of
the European Parliament's Economic Affairs Committee and the revolving door cases that its
members have been involved in. Also, when the European Ombudsman issued
recommendations on how to better handle revolving door cases within the Commission, we
worked with other NGOs to analyse the Commission's response. In the summer, we put out a
report on how the revolving door between the public and private sectors in Brussels is
exacerbating the corporate capture of the EU-US Transatlantic Trade and Investment
Partnership talks. Ahead of the COP21 climate talks towards the end of the year, we looked into
how the revolving door has increased influence for big polluters.

In January CEO released a report on the PR companies behind Europe's multi-million Euro
image-laundering business - “Spin doctors to the autocrats: how European PR firms whitewash
repressive regimes”. We also worked with the ALTER-EU coalition on research that showed
how the voluntary approach to lobby regulation is not working. In April we took part in a debate
with European Parliament Vice President Sylvie Guillaume and Commission Vice President
Frans Timmermans on making the transparency register mandatory. CEO also helped to
launch a new campaign for a high-quality, legally-binding lobby register and helped relaunch the
lobbyfacts.eu website that was updated in line with changes to the transparency register. CEO
staff worked on several blogs and analysis pieces for Lobbyfacts to help explain the information
that is searchable on this database.

We took a look at how a 'cash for access' scandal in UK politics could show the European
Parliament the dangers of lax rules on second jobs. We later followed-up on this issue with a
collaborative publication of research that showed how MEP
second jobs were creating potential conflicts of interest. As part
of ALTER-EU we co-hosted an event in the European
Parliament to launch a guide to transparency and ethics for
MEPs and published recommendations for a strengthened
code of conduct for the European Parliament's members.
Another issue that we followed closely this year was the draft
EU directive on Trade Secrets which posed a series of risks to
whistle-blowers' rights as well as the rights of workers and
journalists. CEO helped to spread a Europe-wide petition on
the issue and looked at how industry, law firms and the
Commission worked together on this legislation.
We looked into how the Commission's advisory groups are
steering energy policy in favour of fossil fuels companies with
disastrous consequences and showed how the Commission is
getting fracking policy advice from the fracking industry and tax
regulation advice from tax dodging companies. When a new advisory group on tax met for the
first time, we explored its membership and found tax dodging companies and their accountants
at the helm. We also published an article that dug into the world of MEP-Industry forums and the
corporate interests that are often behind them.
In the lead-up to May's UK elections, we explored the similarities between the push for
deregulation by the UK government and the European Commission's better regulation agenda.
CEO joined a new coalition – the Better Regulation Watchdog – that aims to follow the
development of this agenda from a public interest perspective.
Trade & TTIP
In 2015 we ramped up collaboration with other NGOs to highlight the problems surrounding the
ongoing EU-US talks on TTIP and the EU-Canada CETA deal. We participated in a Global Day
of Action in April, helped the European Citizen's Initiative “Stop TTIP” gather over 3 million
signatures, regularly exposed leaked documents that demonstrated how TTIP was set to
undermine democratic values, and highlighted the lack of transparency surrounding the
negotiations and their links to the tobacco industry lobby. We also organised and took part in
several workshops for campaigners to coordinate efforts among national groups and exchange
ideas on activism and messaging. Alongside this, we met with former Commission official and
academic, Pierre Defraigne, and published an interview with him covering his critical views on
TTIP and EU policy more widely.

The public pressure over TTIP grew and grew during the year and so to help people visualise
the information and data we have gathered on the talks, we published a series of infographics in
several languages to illustrate which businesses are pushing hardest for the negotiations and
who is influencing the process. Also during the summer, we put out a report on how the
revolving door between the public and private sectors was fuelling corporate capture of the
talks.

We co-published an animated video to explain what “regulatory cooperation” in TTIP means
for citizens and the environment and examined how this process could become the 'graveyard'
of public interest lawmaking.
The investor-state dispute settlement (ISDS) part of the TTIP talks drew a lot of our attention.
We researched lobby group EFILA's stake in investment arbitration in April and also closely
followed the Commission's reformed proposal on this chapter. CEO also looked into
Commissioner Malmstrom's controversial appointment of Swedish lawyer Jan Eric Frydman as
a special adviser.
Economy & Finance
The story that really dominated the news in the early part of the year was the debt crisis in
Greece. To facilitate debate around Eurozone policy we took a look at the excessive and
unaccountable power of the European Central Bank and looked into how the main global hedge
funds lobby was trying to weaken EU rules on the kind of speculative “short-selling” that did so
much damage to the Greek economy. CEO also joined activists in Frankfurt for March's
Blockupy of the ECB and called on governments to act to stop companies cheating on tax. In
April we examined the meetings between the financial lobby and the Commission and came up
against significant unwillingness on the part of the Commission to disclose what was discussed
at these meetings.

As part of an examination of the Commission's high-level meetings, we found that the finance
Commissioner Jonathan Hill and his closest top officials was holding a massive 88% of all
meetings with big business. We also found that officials not covered by the Commission's
transparency initiative at the department for financial regulation – DG FISMA – held over 400
meetings with lobbyists in 2014. 90% of these meetings were with the corporate banking and
financial sector.
Food, chemicals, agriculture & science
On the GMO front, we worked with farmers, environmental
and food safety groups to emphasise the need for new
GMO techniques to be subject to regulation. We also
showed how the regulation of new biotechnology
techniques was raised during the TTIP negotiations and
repeatedly stressed the close links between corporate
lobbying on international trade talks and the Brusselsbased agribusiness groups.
This year we published a major investigation into corporate
lobby group efforts to stop the EU taking action on
endocrine disrupting chemicals (EDCs). The report was
covered in several major international media outlets.
The saga of the reauthorisation of Glyphosate captured
significant public and media attention during 2015 and we
flagged the issue up as an example of the problems that
arise when industry is closely involved in the assessment of the safety of its own products.
As the Commission announced a new High Level Group of scientific advisers to replace the
position of Chief Scientific Adviser to the President of the Commission, CEO drew up an
analysis of the composition of the group and the system in which they are set to work. In
September we organised the conference “Science vs Lobbying” in the European Parliament. It
tackled the questions of industry capture of scientific advice and the implications of inaction.
In July we hosted a special screening of the documentary “Merchants of Doubt” followed by a
debate on the relationship between science and spin and how this impacts EU climate policy.
2015 also saw CEO publish a major firepower report showing the strength of Brussels'
pharmaceuticals lobby.
Climate, energy & emissions
2015 was a massive year for the climate justice movement as
activities intensified in the lead-up to December's COP21 talks in
Paris. Early on, we found that big polluters were involved in

sponsoring the talks so we looked into what this might mean for the potential outcome. We also
looked at some of the biggest companies lobbying the EU and trawled through the details of
Climate Commissioner Miguel Arias Canete's calendar since he took office. When the
Commission announced a reformed Emissions Trading System, we put out an analysis of the
new proposals.
Ahead of the climate talks, we prepared a series of activist tools and publications to expose
corporate influence over the summit. We also organised two workshops (one in Brussels, one in
Paris) for media to demonstrate how our research techniques can be applied to the area of
climate policy. We analysed the access enjoyed by big oil and gas companies to
Commissioners Canete and Sefcovic and as the talks began we published an analysis of how
the revolving door phenomenon has increased EU-level influence for big polluters.
In the end the summit didn't deliver what was needed to achieve climate justice and real action
to tackle catastrophic climate change but CEO joined millions in Paris and around the world to
engage for systemic change. During the summit, we released research on the links between
climate and trade politics, and on PR companies green-washing for big polluters. CEO was also
present as a 'fly on the wall' at several corporate side-events that took place around the talks.
One of the biggest stories of the year was the Dieselgate scandal. CEO demanded that EU
leaders act to protect citizens from air pollution and the fraudulent behaviour of car
manufacturers. We also researched which car companies were spending big on lobbying and
who was hiring the most lobbyists in Brussels to back-up our call for the Commission to stand
up to the car industry lobby rather than letting it co-write its own regulation. The dieselgate
scandal also had a TTIP link with evidence showing that the proposed trade deal is set to
include rules on tests that could make a solution to the problem more difficult.

During 2015 we organised many lobby tours of the EU quarter in Brussels in several
languages for journalists, NGOs, students, trade unionists, elected representatives, civil
servants, activists and interested citizens. These tours were often thematic – eg climate, TTIP –
or designed to give participants a good general overview of the Brussels lobby scene. We also
organised lobby tours in Paris during the COP 21 climate talks to highlight the false solutions
that were being promoted and the ease of access to policy makers enjoyed by the fossil fuels
industry.

Media coverage of our publications and campaigning included opinion pieces in several major
outlets and hundreds of mentions of our work in newspapers, news websites, on TV, and on
radio across the continent and beyond. Coverage included highlighting of our research in outlets
such as the Independent, RTVE, Der Spiegel, New York Times, ZDF, Le Monde, the Guardian
De Morgen, Le Soir, BBC, Politico, and many others.
Get involved and help us !
Corporate Europe Observatory (CEO) is a research and campaign group working to expose and
challenge the privileged access and influence enjoyed by corporations and their lobby groups in
EU policy making. We work with partner organisations and coalition networks, but we also
welcome help and support from the wider public in opposing the overwhelming influence of
corporations in EU institutions and agencies. Find out more about our work and get involved at
corporateeurope.org You can stay informed on our activities by signing up to our newsletter or
by following us on social media.

