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EUROPEAN RISK FORUM CONFERENCE 
In Collaboration with the Bulgarian Presidency to the European 

Union 

 

Scientific Integrity, Public Policy and Better Regulation 

 

Tuesday 20 February 2018 (13h30-17h30, followed by a drinks reception) 

Venue: UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION 

Rue d’Egmont 11, B-1000 BRUSSELS 

 

Used well, scientific evidence provides effective ways of identifying potential risks, protecting 
citizens, stimulating innovation, and using resources wisely. It enables governments to base 
actions on evidence derived from transparent, rational processes, enhancing accountability, 
trust, and effectiveness. 

Delivering reforms that ensure regulatory decisions are based on the best available science 
is a natural complement to the EU’s Better Regulation strategy. It is one of the most 
important ways of ensuring high standards of protection for Europe’s people and 
environment, whilst at the same time helping to stimulate risk-takers to invest in the 
innovations needed to restore growth and prosperity. 

Although the Better Regulation Guidelines commit the Commission to use the best available 
evidence in a transparent manner, significant steps still need to be taken to enhance the 
EU’s governance framework and procedural requirements for the collection and use of 
scientific evidence. If regulatory processes are to be fully based on the best available 
science, then it is essential that quality standards, and supporting institutions, policies, and 
processes, are developed, adopted, and implemented. 

This event, held with the support of Bulgarian Presidency of the EU and SAPEA, will bring 
together scientists, members of the EU’s institutions, Member States, and other 
stakeholders. It will: 
  

• Enhance the effectiveness of the Better Regulation agenda by highlighting the role of 
evidence, particularly science, in regulatory decision-making; 

• Champion the development and implementation of quality standards, and supporting 
institutions, policies, and processes, for the scientific evidence used to guide the EU’s 
regulatory decisions; 

• Consider the importance for the well-being and prosperity of citizens of ensuring that 
EU policies, laws, and regulations are guided by scientific evidence that meets the 
evidentary standards of the scientific method; 

• Identify and review obstacles to achieving this goal; 
• Highlight progress made by the EU institutions and recognise where more reform is 

needed; 

 Outline specific ideas for the development of new, horizontal technical guidelines that 
would, if adopted, improve the quality of scientific evidence used to guide decision-
making. 
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