


Observations

These changes appear acceptable to many MS - most are rather flexible on the exact mechanism of the cultivation
proposal and all have expressed a desire for an AP level. Even if some MS object, the votes gained with UK and German
support compensate for any lost votes.

Action against the Member States that have illegal safeguard clauses becomes unnecessary once the nationalisation
proposal is passed. The only product concerned is MON810 (the potato is discontinued), whose renewal is pending and
when it is renewed, the existing safeguard clauses are automatically nullified. During the renewal vote the rules of the
new nationalisation proposal (phase 1 and 2) would apply, so the MS with safeguard clauses would not have to re-instate
their safeguard clause, but could make use of phase 1 or 2 to opt-out.

In order for it to be easier for some MS to accept the above package, privately the EC could agree some non-legislative
actions to address issues of particular importance to them. On labelling, it could commit that it would not object if the
German federal government passes a recommendation that points of sale may voluntarily label products GM free if their
consumers request this. Together with the honey issue, this is a particular point of concern to the German government.

Member State Positions

|Vote Cultivation Technical solution - Food Technical solution - Seed | GMFF Implementing Reg.
Proposal ~ No proposal yet | ’
Germany 29 Applies strict zero tolerance Position unclear - likely to
support

United 29 Applies 0.5%

Kingdom

Italy 29 Increasingly sceptical No clear indication/ negative signals Applies 0.05 % Likely support
France 29 No clear indication Want national threshold 0.1 Likely support

Spain 27 Applies 0.5% WIS Lo ‘
Poland 27 Wants strengthened RA
Romania 14 Applies 0.5%/ 0.3% Wilksypge

Netherlands |13 | Applies 0.5%/ 0.3%

Belgium 12

Czech Rep. 12

Portugal 12

Greece 12 Applies 0.5%

Hungary 12 Strict zero tolerance

Sweden 10

Bulgaria 10 NVantsto beahle f vt No clear indication Applies 0.5% threshold

Austria 10 \ {0 E LT L ) Previously supportive Applies 0.1%

Denmark 7

Ireland 7

Finland 7

Lithuania 7

Latvia 7

Slovakia 7

Estonia 4

Cyprus 4

Luxemburg 4 ?

Slovenia 4

Malta 3

OVERALL In favour (20 MS — 198 votes) in favour (15 MS — 174 votes) Too early to tell Likely qualified majority in
Against (5 MS ~ 106 votes) Against (7 MS — 90 votes) favour. Unlikely if Germany
Unclear (2 MS - 41 votes) Unclear (5 MS — 90 votes) and/or Italy vote against.
No QM - need at least 2 large MS No QM — need movement from at least

2 large MS and a number of ller MS







