


Borsenverein des � 
Deutsch en Buch handels ....... 

CJEU's decision on the HP/Rcprobel case (C-572/13). This decision thre�tens a practice which has 

proven beneficial over decades (even centuries) in J 8 Member Slates. 

The consequences of this decision are disastrous. In Germany, we are already experiencing a situation 

which could occur in other Member States: The HP/Reprobcl ruling of the CJEU effectively for<;es 

publishers in this country to return well over 200 million Euros to collective management organisations. 

These claims are particularly harsh for small publishers. We expect a significant number of failures of 

publishing companies and the loss of many jobs if the European legal framework is not changed very 

soon. 1:or your person�! information, I attach three letters we have received from members which arc 

typical examples of the circumstances publishers are finding themselves in due to the current legal 

situation. 

The German legislator has recently adopted interim legislation to temporarily address the problem. In 

addition, the book sector has set up a rescue fund for publishers who are at risk. These measures, 

however, cannot re-establish the necessary legal certainty. The only way to achieve this is a legislative 

solution at EU level, which needs to come into force very quickly in order to prevent further failures of 

businesses. This is why a fast track adoption of Art. 12 would have been life-saving for many publishing 

companies in Germany. This urgency was reflected in the letter of the German ministers. The dire 

situation of many German book publishers continues to require urgent redress. 

European book publishers must now trust that the adoption of the Copyright in the DSM Directive will 

not be delayed. In the meantime, tried and tested systems of distribution of collective management 

revenues in many Member States are at risk of attack. 

This situation ex plains the urgency of our request for your full support of the substance of Art. 12 in 

future. We are at your disposal for any questions you may have. 

Sincerely, 


