
WWaarr  ssttaarrttss  hheerree
AA  gguuiiddeedd  ttoouurr  aabboouutt  tthhee  aarrmmss  iinndduussttrryy  lloobbbbyy  iinn  BBrruusssseellss

Weapons manufacturers have gathered 
an army of lobbyists on the Brussels 
frontline. Their influence is embedded in 
an EU Defence and Security apparatus 
which is geared up to defend and nur-
ture the arms industry. The main manu-
facturers are represented in influential 
advisory bodies of the European Com-
mission, they are active in informal 
networks and finance “neutral” think 
tanks. Their aim is to foster a strong 
European Security and Defence Policy, 
to make Europe spend more on war-
planes, combat drones and the like and 
to get funding for their latest research 
projects. This is a brief guide to the hot 
spots of arms industry lobbying in 
Brussels.



European External Action Service (EEAS)
1 Avenue de Cortenbergh
 
Under the Lisbon Treaty, EU activities in the field of foreign and 
defence policy have been merged under the European External 
Action Service, which is being established within eyeshot of the 
Commission and the Council. As Baroness Catherine Ashton, 
the head of the EEAS and Europe's “foreign minister” has to 
stand her ground against 27 national governments, she is likely 
to welcome support from industry, its associations and think-
tanks in Brussels. Her counsellor Robert Cooper and several 
other members of the EEAS are already on the advisory board 
of the Security and Defence Agenda and Ashton's predecessor, 
Javier Solana is the think tank's co-president. 

European Defence Agency (EDA)
17-23 Rue des Drapiers

The EDA, established in 2004 after intense lobbying by the 
arms industry is an intergovernmental agency with the goal to 
make Europe “spend more, spend better and spend more 
together” (Javier Solana) on armaments. With a budget of €31 
million in 2010 and over 100 employees, the EDA works to 
promote joint armaments projects and collaborative research 
and development between member states. It has been actively 
engaged in the Commission's initiative to develop and nurture a 
“European Defence Technological and Industrial Base”. In this 
spirit the arms industry is a crucial “stakeholder”, and ties with 
ASD and other lobby-organisations are consequently tight. 

EEuurrooppeeaann  CCoommmmiissssiioonn''ss
eexxppeerrtt  aanndd  aaddvviissoorryy  ggrroouuppss
3366  RRuuee  FFrrooiissssaarrtt,,  BBrroosscchheettttee  CCoonnffeerreennccee  CCeennttrree

AAddvviissoorryy  ggrroouuppss  wwiitthh  eexxtteerrnnaall  ““eexxppeerrttss””  aarree  oofftteenn  sseett  uupp  
bbyy  tthhee  EEuurrooppeeaann  CCoommmmiissssiioonn  aass  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  sstteepp  ttoowwaarrddss  
ddeevveellooppiinngg  aann  ooffffiicciiaall  EEUU  ppoolliiccyy..  TThheeyy  hhaavvee  tthheerreeffoorree  
bbeeccoommee  aa  ppoowweerrffuull  ttooooll  ffoorr  lloobbbbyyiissttss  iinn  ddeeffiinniinngg  ppoolliiccyy  
oouuttccoommeess..  EExxppeerrtt  ggrroouuppss  ddeeaalliinngg  wwiitthh  sseeccuurriittyy  rreesseeaarrcchh,,  
ssppaaccee,,  aanndd  ddeeffeennccee  iinndduussttrriiaall  ppoolliiccyy  aarree  sseerriioouussllyy  
bbiiaasseedd  iinn  ffaavvoouurr  ooff  ccoorrppoorraattee  iinntteerreessttss..  AAmmoonngg  tthhee  nnoonn--
CCoommmmiissssiioonn,,  nnoonn--ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  bbooddiieess  lliikkee  
tthhee  ““EEuurrooppeeaann  SSeeccuurriittyy  RReesseeaarrcchh  AAddvviissoorryy  BBooaarrdd””  
iinndduussttrryy  rreepprreesseennttaattiivveess  aarree  tthhee  vvaasstt  mmaajjoorriittyy,,  wwhhiillee  
wwiiddeerr  cciivviill  ssoocciieettyy  iiss  aallmmoosstt  ccoommpplleetteellyy  aabbsseenntt..  

KKaannggaarrooooGGrroouupp  ((KKGG))
113355  RRuuee  BBeelllliiaarrdd,,  cc//oo  EEuurrooppeeaann  PPaarrlliiaammeenntt

SSeevveerraall  iinntteerr--ggrroouuppss,,  wwhhiicchh  bbrriinngg  ttooggeetthheerr  MMeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  EEuurrooppeeaann  PPaarrlliiaammeenntt  ((MMEEPPss))  aaccrroossss  ppaarrttyy  bboouunnddaarriieess  aanndd  iinndduussttrryy  
rreepprreesseennttaattiivveess  oonn  ttooppiiccss  ooff  ccoommmmoonn  iinntteerreesstt,,  ffooccuuss  oonn  ddeeffeennccee  aanndd  sseeccuurriittyy  ppoolliiccyy..  TThhee  KKGG  iiss  tthhee  mmoosstt  pprroommiinneenntt  ooff  tthheemm,,  
wwiitthh  mmeemmbbeerrss  ffrroomm  mmaajjoorr  aarrmmss  pprroodduucciinngg  ccoommppaanniieess  ssuucchh  aass  EEAADDSS  aanndd  MMBBDDAA  aanndd  mmaannyy  iinnfflluueennttiiaall  MMEEPPss..  IItt  oorrggaanniisseess  jjooiinntt  
wwoorrkkiinngg  ggrroouuppss  aanndd  ccoonnffeerreenncceess,,  eennssuurriinngg  tthhee  ssmmooootthh  ccoooorrddiinnaattiioonn  ooff  iinntteerreessttss  bbeettwweeeenn  tthheemm..  KKGG  hhaass  iittss  ooffffiiccee  rriigghhtt  iinn  tthhee  
EEuurrooppeeaann  PPaarrlliiaammeenntt..  ““SSkkyy  aanndd  SSppaaccee””  ––  aa  ssiimmiillaarr  ggrroouupp  ––  iiss  rruunn  ddiirreeccttllyy  bbyy  tthhee  aarrmmss  lloobbbbyy,,  wwiitthh  iittss  sseeccrreettaarriiaatt  hhoosstteedd  bbyy  AASSDD..
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DG Enterprise & Industry (DG ENTR)
45 Avenue d'Auderghem
DG Internal Market & Services (DG MARKT)
2 Rue de Spa

Two Commission departments are especially relevant for arms lobbyists in 
Brussels: DG MARKT, which is involved in the liberalisation of military 
procurement and internal arms trade, as embodied in two recent directives; 
and DG ENTR, which is coordinating the European security research 
programme (2007-2013) worth €1,4 billion and the European space strategy, 
putting a strong emphasis on the dual military and civilian use of space 
technology. The heads of both departments, Commissioners Michel Barnier 
and Antonio Tajani have repeatedly underlined their view that a European 
foreign and defence policy cannot exist without a strong arms industry. 
Following this rationale, the DGs' doors are wide open to lobbyists pushing 
for further support to the sector.
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AeroSpace and Defence Industries Association of Europe (ASD) 
European Organization for Security (EOS)
270 Avenue de Tervueren

ASD is the umbrella organisation for the arms industry in Europe. The product of a 2004-merger between the European 
Association of Aerospace Industries, the European Defence Industries Group and EUROSPACE, it represents 28 national 
trade associations in 20 European countries, while its steering council consists of 18 major aerospace and defence 
companies. Even though they are officially competitors, the climate among ASD-members in Brussels is characterised by 
common goals and cooperation. 
In an attempt to better lobby for the arms companies in the emerging “homeland security” market, the European Organization 
for Security was founded as an ASD spin-off in 2007. For the arms industry this is a lucrative opportunity to boost sales and to 
get rid of their image as merchants of war, because homeland security blurs the line between traditional military defence and 
civil security. The EU – which likes to see itself as a civil power – is supporting this approach with its security research 
programme.

BBAAEE  SSyysstteemmss  EEAADDSS
44  RRuuee  ddee  llaa  PPrreessssee  2288  AAvveennuuee  MMaarrnniixx
ddeeccllaarreedd  lloobbbbyyiinngg  bbuuddggeett::  <<€€110000,,000000  ((22001100)) ddeeccllaarreedd  lloobbbbyyiinngg  bbuuddggeett::  <<€€550000,,000000  ((22001100))

FFiinnmmeeccccaanniiccaa TThhaalleess
2211  AAvveennuuee  ddeess  AArrttss  6600  AAvveennuuee  ddee  CCoorrtteennbbeerrgghh
ddeeccllaarreedd  lloobbbbyyiinngg  bbuuddggeett::  <<€€330000,,000000  ((22000099)) ddeeccllaarreedd  lloobbbbyyiinngg  bbuuddggeett::  <<€€445500,,000000  ((22001100))

AAss  aa  rreessuulltt  ooff  ccoonncceennttrraattiioonn,,  tthhee  EEuurrooppeeaann  aarrmmss  iinndduussttrryy  iiss  ddoommiinnaatteedd  ttooddaayy  bbyy  tthheessee  ““bbiigg  ffoouurr””  ((BBAAEE  SSyysstteemmss,,  EEAADDSS,,  
FFiinnmmeeccccaanniiccaa,,  TThhaalleess))  aanndd  aa  ssmmaallll  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ootthheerr  ccoorrppoorraattiioonnss,,  wwhhiicchh  ccoonnttrrooll  mmoosstt  ooff  tthhee  sseeccttoorr''ss  ttuurrnnoovveerr..  IInnddiivviidduuaallllyy,,  tthheeyy  
hhaavvee  cclloossee  ttiieess  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  hhoommee--ccoouunnttrryy''ss  ggoovveerrnnmmeennttss..  NNeevveerrtthheelleessss  aallll  ooff  tthheemm  hhaavvee  ooffffiicceess  iinn  BBrruusssseellss  ttoo  lloobbbbyy  tthhee  
EEuurrooppeeaann  iinnssttiittuuttiioonnss  ddiirreeccttllyy..  TThheeiirr  eennggaaggeemmeenntt  iinncclluuddeess  ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  rreelleevvaanntt  aaddvviissoorryy  ggrroouuppss,,  mmeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  ooff  tthhee  
SSDDAA,,  AASSDD,,  KKaannggaarrooooGGrroouupp  aanndd  ootthheerr  uusseeffuull  oorrggaanniissaattiioonnss..  FFrroomm  ttiimmee  ttoo  ttiimmee  tthheeyy  aallssoo  aaddddrreessss  ppoolliiccyy--mmaakkeerrss  ppuubblliiccllyy..  IInn  
22000033,,  ffoorr  eexxaammppllee,,  tthhee  cchhiieeff  eexxeeccuuttiivveess  ooff  BBAAEE,,  EEAADDSS  aanndd  TTHHAALLEESS  wwrroottee  aann  ooppeenn  lleetttteerr  ccaalllliinngg  ffoorr  tthhee  ccrreeaattiioonn  ooff  aa  EEuurrooppeeaann  
ddeeffeennccee  aaggeennccyy..  IItt  wwaass  eessttaabblliisshheedd  aa  yyeeaarr  llaatteerr..  

SSeeccuurriittyy  &&  DDeeffeennccee  AAggeennddaa  ((SSDDAA))
113377  RRuuee  BBeelllliiaarrdd,,  BBiibblliiootthhèèqquuee  SSoollvvaayy

PPrreesseennttiinngg  iittsseellff  nnoott  aass  aa  lloobbbbyyggrroouupp  bbuutt  aass  aa  nneeuuttrraall  ddiissccuussssiioonn  
ffoorruumm,,  tthhee  SSDDAA''ss  mmaaiinn  ffuunnccttiioonn  iiss  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  aann  iinnttiimmaattee  
eennvviirroonnmmeenntt  ffoorr  iinndduussttrryy,,  ppoolliiccyy  mmaakkeerrss  aanndd  sseelleecctteedd  aaccaaddeemmiiccss  
aanndd  jjoouurrnnaalliissttss  ttoo  ddiissccuussss  sseeccuurriittyy  aanndd  ddeeffeennccee  iissssuueess..  TThhee  tthhiinnkk--
ttaannkk''ss  aaccttiivviittiieess  rraannggee  ffrroomm  iinnffoorrmmaall  lluunncchh  ddeebbaatteess  ttoo  llaarrggee  
ccoonnffeerreenncceess  aanndd  ooccccaassiioonnaall  ppuubblliiccaattiioonnss,,  ggeenneerroouussllyy  ssppoonnssoorreedd  
bbyy  ppaarrttnneerr  ccoommppaanniieess..  TThhiiss  ppaarrttnneerrsshhiipp  iiss  cclleeaarrllyy  rreefflleecctteedd  iinn  tthhee  
SSDDAA''ss  ssuuppppoorrtt  ffoorr  tthhee  eexxppaannssiioonn  ooff  aa  mmiilliittaarriizzeedd  EEuurrooppee..
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Brothers in Arms

More than 20,000 lobbyists currently influence the EU institutions, most of them operating 
from offices in the four square kilometres around the European Commission headquarters and 
the European Parliament. Brussels competes with Washington for the title of lobbying capital 
of the world. The European institution's power, complex procedures and lack of transparency, 
combined with their reliance on external sources of advice and information, make Brussels a 
lobbyist's paradise. 

For the European arms industry, lobbying in Brussels has become increasingly important with 
the advancing militarization of the European Union and the transfer of decision making powers 
on defence industry issues to the EU level. Following the adoption of the Lisbon Treaty in 
2007, the EU became a military alliance with an infrastructure for civil-military interventions 
including Europe's own armaments agency. European directives concerning arms procurement 
and the arms trade, cooperative armaments projects, and numerous initiatives benefiting 
defence companies in the fields of security research and space mean that EU policy-making is 
worth billions of Euros to the arms industry. 

For  the arms sector, lobbying is about far more than industry influencing European 
institutions; rather it is about their close cooperation in reaching common goals. The European 
Union and the European arms industry have overlapping interests based on their vision of 'a 
strong industry underpinning a strong EU defence policy'. Arms industry lobbyists enjoy 
priviliged access to EU decision making. They use diverse channels to sustain this 
partnership, including sitting  in advisory groups to influence budget decisions and political 
strategies, membership of think tanks and other organizations to ensure intimate contact with 
policy makers, and many more.

“None of us can any longer afford to sustain a healthy and 
comprehensive Defence Technological and Industrial Base on a 

national basis. The future health, maybe even survival, of 
Europe’s defence industry requires a European approach, 

and a European strategy.”

Javier Solana, Former High Representative for the Common Foreign 
and Security Policy, Former Secretary General of the Council of the 

European Union, Former Secretary General of NATO

Further information: 
Vredesactie: www.vredesactie.be info@vredesactie.be
Action pour la Paix: www.actionpourlapaix.be info@actionpourlapaix.be
CEO: www.corporateeurope.org info@corporateeurope.org




